PRESS RELEASE

'1479 plates' by Chris Tipping

In celebration of the Combe Down Stone Mines Stabilisation Project

The Octagon, 25 Milson Place, Bath, BA1 1BZ

24th October - 18th November 2009 

The Combe Down Stone Mines Stabilisation Project will be complete towards the end of this year when 25 hectares of very shallow limestone mine will have been filled with approximately 600,000 cubic metres of foamed concrete, the largest project of its kind in the world. Over the years some 700 houses have been built over the mines from which the stone was extracted to build Georgian Bath. 

To celebrate the success of this unique project the Homes and Communities Agency has made funding available for commissioning public art. 

The commissioned artists – Andy Croft (poetry), Paul Englishby (music), Neville Gabie (photography), Oogoo Maia (sound), Alec Peever (stone carving), Chris Tipping (ceramics), and Simon Whittaker (film) - worked closely with many residents of Combe Down who helped shape the ideas for artworks, ensuring that the works created reflect the rich and fascinating history of this unique village. 

The Octagon exhibition features Chris Tipping's map of 788 bone china dinner plates – entitled ‘1479 plates’ – which explores the relationship between present day engineering and mining technology, stone mines heritage, natural history, and two 18th century entrepreneurs Ralph Allen and Josiah Wedgwood. The work was created in collaboration with Autonomatic - 3D Digital Research Cluster at University College Falmouth. 691 households affected by the stabilisation works will be gifted a ceramic plate – one small part of the map – representing not only the individual household but the mining underworld beneath it. Following their display at the Octagon, the original 788 dinner plates will form a large scale permanent installation in Combe Down village. 

A selection of work and proposals by other commissioned artists for the Combe Down public art programme will also be displayed.

For further information about the public art programme please contact Frances Lord at info@franceslord.com  T: 01273 477154  M: 07990 544358

For further information on the Combe Down Stone Mines Stabilisation Project please contact Jess Bowden project manager at Jessica_bowden@bathness.gov.uk  T: 01225 477200 
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