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George III Square, Weymouth – Artist Designed Street Furniture
Artist’s Brief

Introduction

Weymouth and Portland are hosting the sailing events for the 2012 Games and in preparation for 2012 several major projects are taking place in and around Weymouth and Portland to improve facilities for both residents and visitors alike. 

The largest new project will be the enhancement of the Esplanade’s public realm, the long sweeping seafront lined with mostly Georgian terraces. Regenerating the Esplanade will include landscaping works, new architecture, and new contemporary festival lighting.

Weymouth and Portland Council now wish to appoint an artist to develop street furniture designs for the first phase of works on George III Square. This area is set back from the main Esplanade. An implementation budget has been secured jointly from SWRDA, Weymouth and Portland Council and other funders. 
This design phase is being funded by Arts Council England and this contract will be with Weymouth and Portland BC.  Implementation contracts for the appointed artist will be with W&P Council. 
Background

Weymouth began to develop and flourish as a seaside resort with the new fashion for seabathing in the mid 18th century. Most of the terraces which line the Esplanade are Georgian which gives it a distinctive and unified character. Some of the buildings are also from the Victorian era, and all date from between 1770 and 1855. The popularity and success of Weymouth as a resort was secured when it was patronised by King George III in 1789, a visit which was followed by many more and attracted other wealthy aristocrats to follow. 

After 1857, with arrival of the railway, Weymouth became popular with a wider section of society – the middle and working classes – a trend which continued until the 1970’s when cheap package holidays abroad affected the economy of all British seaside resorts.

The overall scheme to rejuvenate the Esplanade aims to make Weymouth once more an attractive and fashionable destination for a wider audience throughout the year. Extending the tourist season beyond the currently popular high summer season is a key aim through developing a new identity for Weymouth to encourage visitors on short breaks with a variety of attractions. 

Conservation works have already begun on some seafront buildings and the George III statue on George III Square has only recently been restored, re-painted and gilded and now looks rather splendid. 

Looking out towards the sea one can appreciate the sweep of the bay and see distant views of the Jurassic Coast towards Overcombe. The bay has been described as the English Bay of Naples and Weymouth Bay and Portland Harbour are widely recognised as the finest sailing waters in the UK. 

2012 is a once in a lifetime opportunity for Weymouth to rebrand itself and the installation of innovative and contemporary design within new landscaping work is an opportunity to make a considerable contribution to updating Weymouth’s image and establish this new identity for Weymouth.

Esplanade Masterplan

 In 2005 a Seafront Strategy was completed by landscape architects Watkins Dally and this included Design Guidance which makes reference to George III Square as “the Statue Gateway which is at the entrance to the Esplanade from the Old Town”. 
Currently this area is mainly a traffic island, with the ground around the statue raised above road level and laid to grass and floral planting. It is not a useable public space for gathering, sitting or walking. The Masterplan shows traffic redirected north of the statue, so reuniting it safely with the Old Town via St Thomas St and St Mary St.  The new design creates a wide, paved area around the statue with substantial space for seating and considerable breathing space for the statue. 
The Weymouth Seafront Regeneration Strategy and Design Guide was used to secure implementation funding and this is now in place. 

The Project

Weymouth and Portland Council would like to appoint an artist to develop street furniture designs for George III Square. There is the possibility to design railings around the base of the statue, seating and bollards. There is also the potential to look at the two adjacent traffic islands to consider their treatment in terms of either planting, or shaping. On the current plan these are a circular area with Portland stone planter, and a narrow triangular area described as a Portland stone sculptural feature 300mm – 1500mm tall. The successful artist will work closely with the relevant Officers at Weymouth and Portland Council, including planners and engineers. The landscape architects who worked on the original Masterplan, Watkins Dally, would also be available to work with and provide advice to the artist as required.
The material for the paving has already been selected and will be Blue Lias and granite slabs with dark grey granite kerb. The size and shape of the square has also been agreed with Dorset County Council who are the Highways Authority. Within the budget for this scheme, allocations have been made for items such as railings and seating, which would be available to the artist to create bespoke items. 

The overarching theme for the regeneration of Weymouth is ‘water, wind, light and stone’. The rationale for this is appended to this brief.  The themes can be interpreted in any way by the artist. We are looking for contemporary design which will work within the Georgian setting. Although the statue is the focal point of the square, it is placed extremely high above the ground on a vast plinth. It is interesting to note that the statue is not carved from Portland stone but is made of Coade stone, a ceramic body marketed as an artificial stone by Mrs Eleanor Coade of Lyme Regis and her daughter (also Eleanor Coade) at Coade's Artificial Manufactory. A mould would have been made of the statue and then the ceramic body fired in a furnace. Many works in Coade stone were left unpainted to look like stone. However, the George III statue and lions were brightly painted and gilded.
Once concept design proposals for street furniture and other works are agreed to be taken forward, there will be a detailed design stage, where the proposals will be fully costed and specifications detailed and a full schedule of final elements prior to commissioning the works.  
Issues to consider
Any seaside location is a harsh environment and materials will need to be chosen keeping in mind salt corrosion and the driving wind and sand. 

There is also the possibility that the seating and / or bollard design created for this location may be re-used in other locations throughout the town
Schedule

We would like to appoint an artist to begin work in January 2009. This brief covers the period of concept design and detailed design stages up to April 2009.  Works on site are scheduled to commence in September 2009 and finish in March 2010.   

Commission implementation contracts will be agreed at the appropriate stage once detailed designs are completed.
Procedure

The criteria for selection will be based on:

· Creativity shown in past projects

· Evidence from previous work that the candidate can deliver designs within a compressed timescale

· Experience of design streetscape works and collaborating with engineers.

· The proposed working methodology as described at interview

· Compatibility with the project team.

· Our judgment of the perceived suitability of the candidate’s work based on past built and unbuilt projects.

Budget

The initial appointment will be for a fixed fee to cover all the appointed artist’s time, design materials and expenses for design concept and detailed design stages.
£18,000 + VAT 

The implementation budget for all the works necessary to create the new Square is in the region of £1.2M with allocations of approx. £32.5K for railings, £50K for seating and bollards. Other ground work budgets can also be investigated for artist input. 

To Apply:

Please send images of your previous work on CD as a powerpoint or pdf document with an image list, a brief CV, and a letter outlining your interest in this project. We will also require two references before making an appointment. Send to: Celfwaith, 7 Pontfaen, Cardiff, CF23 7DU
Contact:
Mererid Velios, mererid@celfwaith.co.uk, 02920750992
Deadline for applications:  2nd January 2009

This project is funded and supported by Arts Council England and Public Art South West
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