Opportunity for Artists

Newstead Road Bridge – artist design collaboration 

Background

The concept of a bridge spanning Newstead Road, Weymouth, was originally put forward by the West Dorset CTC - a local cycling group.  Supporters of the scheme include Dorset Cycling Network, Holy Trinity Primary and All Saints Secondary schools, Friends of the Rodwell Trail, Weymouth & Portland Access Group, Multiple Sclerosis Society, West Weymouth Conservation Society, Weymouth and Portland Borough Council and Dorset County Council.

This project became part of Connect2 and is one of 79 schemes that make up Connect2, a project being coordinated by Sustrans to improve cycling and walking routes throughout the UK. Connect2 won the People's £50 Million Lottery Giveaway, securing a grant of £50 million from the Big Lottery Fund.

The Connect2 project has a five-year completion schedule and it is planned that the Newstead Road Bridge will be in place well before the Borough hosts the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games sailing events. 

The budget for the project to build the bridge, construct an access ramp and undertake earthworks is  £510,000 including all fees. By completing this link in the Rodwell Trail, will we create a safe, traffic free walking and cycle path from Ferrybridge to Weymouth Town Centre. The bridge will be used by local residents; walking their children to school, commuting to work, or going shopping. The bridge will also make the route user-friendly for parents with pushchairs and for people with disabilities.
The bridge will also be an enhancement to the 2012 Transport Strategy by providing an improved sustainable transport route for residents and visitors from the Weymouth Railway Station to the Sailing Academy site and Portland.

The Project

The selected artist will be consulting and working closely with Dorset County Council, Dorset Engineering Consultancy and Sustrans  to amend the design and add “a layer of creativity” to the bridge and surrounding pathways and ramps. The artist will collaborate with the bridge engineer to develop an integrated design rather than designing elements to be added to the main structure. It is essential that the final designs will enable construction within the agreed budget and that no further fundraising will be needed to realise the outcome of the artists collaboration. The Newstead Rd Bridge will be adopted by Dorset County Council (as the Highway Authority) and ultimately DCC will have the final decision on accepting and approving the artistic amendments and the costs of these within the budget.

A recent model of this type of collaboration already exists, where artist Chris Tipping was appointed to the Dorset Engineering Consultancy design team, to assist with the treatment of the floor and parapet details on the new Newton’s Cove footbridge. Planning permission has now been given and construction has started. 

The selected artist will consult with the local community and work with two identified schools as part of this process (see below)

Collaborative model of consultation – open studio

We envisage, in the early stages of the project, that the artist will set up a working studio in a community centre near Newstead Rd. Households within a catchment area will be leafleted directly, adverstising the open studio. The leaflet will give some background information to the project and invite the community to meet the artist whilst working. Both parties can then benefit through discussion and the sharing of information. The artist might benefit by incorporating local stories, histories and relevant information into the design at the concept stage. The community will see the artist’s working method and have a greater understanding of the parameters and restrictions within engineering projects of this type. This is to replace the model of holding public consultation as a public meeting.

Schools Involvement

Small, focussed groups or classes from Holy Trinity Primary School and All Saints Secondary School will be identified to work with the selected artist. These may be whole classes or groups of children who use the Rodwell Trail on their way to and from school. These groups will produce a “shadow” project, which may inform the artist’s ideas or function as a stand-alone set of work. The project has many possibilities for students to explore architectural design, the built and natural environment, sustainable transport, local identity and public art. There are cross-curricular possibilities and the project might involve mathematics, physics, local history, geography, poetry, environmental studies, poetry and art & design.

It is envisaged that the artist will have the equivalent of five full days contact time with each school, across the autumn and spring terms 2009-2010. The detailed arrangements of how and when this contact occurs, is to be negotiated between the schools and the appointed artist during the first week of September 2009.

Timetable

Brief to Artists: May 15thth 2009

Applications deadline: June 15th 2009 
Selection of artists for interview: June 19th 2009

Interview of four shortlisted artists and final selection: July 17th 2009

Schools programme agreed – Sept 1st – 4th 2009

Open Studio / Community Consultation: During Autumn 2009

Work with engineers begins: Autumn 2009

Final designs by May 1st 2010

Planning consent: Autumn 2009

Construction: Winter 2010 / Spring 2011

Finish date: Summer 2011

Artists Fees 

A fee of £12,000 for approximately 50 days work has been agreed. The model, which can be adapted and changed, is of three blocks of 20 days across the autumn, winter and spring 2009-2010. Manufacturing costs of finished design will be incorporated within the Sustrans / DCC budget and the £12,000 fee includes all travel costs, accommodation and materials expenses incurred by the artist. 

We envisage that the 50 days is to be broken down into:

Schools contact time: 10 days in total

Community contact time: 5 days in total
Research and preparation, technical meetings and consultations, production of working drawings and models, final designs: 35 days


Short listing and Interviews

The post will be advertised nationally and locally. A short list of four artists will be drawn up and invited to interview by a panel made from stakeholders. The artist will present past projects and be required to respond to a series of questions from stakeholders.

The criteria for selection will be based on:

· Evidence from previous work that the candidate can deliver designs within timescale and budget 

· Suitability of the candidate’s work based on past projects

· Creativity shown in past projects 

· Experience of collaborating with an engineer and/or integrating art into a structure.

· Proven experience and success in collaborative projects with community and/or schools

· Compatibility with the project team.

To Apply:

Artists to send images of previous work electronically by E-mail, on a CD as a powerpoint, .pdf document (or similar), with an image list, a CV and a brief letter outlining their interest in this project.

Electronically (preferred method) to: alan_rogers@weymouth.ac.uk
Or by post to: 
Alan Rogers,



Arts Development Officer for Weymouth and Portland



Weymouth College



Cranford Avenue



Weymouth DT4 7LQ



Dorset

Deadline: June 15th 2009

