Public art commission brief

Stoneham Park, Hove
1.  Project Summary

Brighton & Hove City Council are offering a £10,000 art commission to provide a  design concept for the central, tarmac play area that will integrate the separate elements of the park, provide interactive opportunities for park users and reflect and celebrate the local area and community. 
The commission is for a creative vision and practical solution that will include a participatory element working with local children and young people. 
The solution should include all practical elements of the design, production and installation.
2.  The Park
2.1   Stoneham Park
Stoneham Park is a Green Flag award winning park in the Poets Corner area of Hove.  

It features two children’s playground, a basketball court, a tennis court and a community run café. The park features shaded areas for those seeking some peace and quiet and community planted and looked after beds and borders.

The TalkShop support centre is also based in the park and provides the local area with an important community resource. 

It has gone from a rundown park to the second most popular park in the city.  The park attracts a wide range of users from the local area particularly families with young children. 
It has a highly committed and engaged network of local community groups and associations that are involved in the running and caring of the park.  These include:

Friends of Stoneham Park
Poets Corner Community Associations (PCCA)

YMCA Hove

The park was established in August 1906 when the Duke of Portland gave a piece of land as an open space for the people of Hove for recreation. The land was originally a gravel pit but the Duke kept pigs there. Hence, 'Stone' for the gravel pit and 'Ham' representing the pigs. More information about the history of the park compiled by the Poets Corner Community Society that can be found here: 

http://www.poetscornercommunitysociety.org/index.php?p=1_17_History-of-Stoneham-Park

2.2  The surrounding area
Stoneham Park is in the West Hove, also called Aldrington & Poets Corner.
You can see Stoneham Park in situ here: http://goo.gl/maps/nKLen

The main property use is residential with the majority being attractive Victorian properties dating back to the turn of the century. 

The main shopping area is Portland Road which has an eclectic mix of independent shops and cafes, advice centres and second hand shops. 

The area is well connected with its own train station Aldrington as well as easy connections to the A27 and then onto London and the south west.

It is less than one kilometre from the sea and only 2km to the downs.   
3. The brief

3.1 Objectives 

The aim of the commission is to make an attractive centre-piece for the park that links together the different elements of the park and the different park users.

The ambition is that the design will be interactive; this could be through incorporating games, treasure hunts, stories, information symbols, way-finding or trails. 

The design concept should have a central theme that relates in some way to the specific location: its heritage, environment, ecology, biodiversity current use and surrounding neighbourhood.  

The artist will work closely with the Park Project Officer throughout the design and installation process to ensure that it is integrated fully with current plans for the Park. 

The project should incorporate participatory activity so that children and young people can be involved in developing the designs and potentially in assisting with the installation. 
We anticipate that the commission will primarily be a surface treatment on the existing tarmac area but with the potential for themes to be carried over into other areas of the park. 

We will require a statement about the surface treatment that addresses health and safety, sustainability and maintenance concerns.
3.2 The role of the artist

The artist or group of artists will be expected to establish a broad theme as a result of this brief and their own research and identify how they will involve and include participation from local people.

The selected artist will 

· Lead the participatory element and the final design process. 

· Provide information relating to health and safety, sustainability, install and ongoing maintenance.

· Project manage the final technical design, fabrication and installation of the art works and evidence that these are in line with current safety standards. (including the provision of method statements and risk assessments) 
3.3 Participatory element

The participatory element of the project could involve working with some or all of the neighbouring community resources:
It is not a requirement to work with all groups but your proposal should indicate which group/s you would wish to involve and broadly how.

3.5 Technical requirements 
The artist will work closely with the Parks Project Officer to agree the bets method for fabrication and installation of the work.  
The details of this will be discussed and agreed with the selected artist on appointment and in response to the artistic proposal.

The artist should have public liability insurance to the value of £2million

The artwork should be safe, durable and relatively easy to maintain.  The selected artist will be required to provide a maintenance plan for the art-works before commencement. 

The anticipated lifespan of the project should be 5 years. This period can include scheduled maintenance and refresh treatments and the artist should broadly describe these in their proposals. 
The artwork should be sustainable.  The selected artist will be required to evidence that with a supporting Sustainability statement before commencement.

3.6 Budget

The budget for this project is £10 000 to include all artist fees and expenses in order to meet the requirement of the brief.  This will include design and making fees, workshop fees and materials and project management costs.

4. Process and timescale

Initial proposal
To apply for this commission, we require a short proposal indicating:

· A brief outline of the idea;

· An outline of how the participatory element will be addressed;

· Information as to materials;

· A brief statement addressing maintenance, health and safety and sustainability concerns.

· An outline of costings (artist fees and materials);

· Evidence of previous work or a full CV including supplying details of a professional referee who will corroborate and support the applicant’s suitability for this commission.

Interviews

Submissions will be reviewed and shortlisted by the city council and the local community
Successful artists will be invited to attend a selection panel. A maximum of 4 artists will be shortlisted. The panel will include:

· A representative from the Residents Parks Committee
· The city council’s Parks project Officer

· A member of the parks maintenance team
· A member of the planning team
· The city council’s Arts and Cultural Projects Manager; 

· a local ward councillor;

Interviews will take place on 

Timescale:
Publication of brief



31st August 2012
Deadline for submissions


10 October 2012
Interview




16 October
Appointment of artist/s


22 October
Design




no fixed timescale
Build





no fixed timescale
Install





no fixed timescale
Attachments:

Aerial photograph of the park

Practical Information 

Please send your proposal and information to:

Arts and Cultural Projects

Ref: Stoneham Park
Room 425, King’s House

Grand Avenue

Hove

BN3 2LS

If you have any questions regarding this commission, please email arts@brighton-hove.gov.uk 
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