Public art commission brief

Wish Park (aka Aldrington Recreation Ground), Hove
1.  Project Summary

Brighton & Hove City Council are offering a £13,000 art commission to create, design and produce a central feature for the revamped play area at Wish Park that will provide seating and potentially shade and enhance the sensory experience for all park users.

The commission is for a unique creative vision and a practical solution that will reinforce a sense of place and identity.
The solution should include all practical elements of the design, production and installation.
2.  The Park
2.1   Wish Park
Wish Park is also known as Aldrington Recreation Ground.   

It is a well used sports and recreation area with a large expanse of grassed area used for cricket, football and other sports.

There is a fenced children’s playground area running alongside the northern side of the park and a community run café. 

The children’s playground is undergoing a major redesign and improvement, which will integrate the art-work. 
It has a highly committed and engaged network of local community groups and associations that are involved in the running and caring of the park.  These include:

The Friends Of Wish Park.

The first commercial cargo flight in the world took off from Shoreham and landed in Wish Park on the 24th July 1911. The general electric company paid £100.00 to have a box of lamps delivered.  The aeroplane was a Valkyrie Type A monoplane

It is rumoured that there is an elephant buried under the ground somewhere at Wish Park after it died whilst the circus was on the site.  
2.2  The surrounding area
Wish Park is in West Hove and you can locate the park here: http://goo.gl/maps/bzrDC
The park is located in a residential area approximately 0.5Km from Hove Lagoon and the seafront.

The majority of residences are large family homes.
3. The brief

3.1 Objectives 

The aim of the commission is to make an attractive centre-piece for the children’s playground area that will have a functional as well as aesthetic purpose. 
The artwork should incorporate seating and gathering and planting opportunities and potentially provide shade for users.  The location of the artwork has been designed to maximise the opportunity for adults to sit together or alone and still be able to supervise their children in different areas of the playground. 
The artwork should also provide sensory opportunities - through aromas, tactile materials etc - that help to make it welcoming and accessible for all park users. 

The design concept should have a central theme that relates in some way to the specific location: its heritage, environment, ecology, current use and surrounding neighbourhood.  

The playground is being redesigned by the Park Project Officer and the artist should work closely with the Officer to ensure that the design is fully integrated and make the most of opportunities for unifying themes and sharing resources (for example in the installation).

We anticipate that the commission will primarily be a sculptural and functional object. 
We will require a statement about the materials and methods that addresses health and safety, sustainability and maintenance concerns.
3.2 The role of the artist

The artist or group of artists will be expected to establish a broad theme as a result of this brief and their own research and identify how they will involve and include local people.

The selected artist will 

· Lead the final design process. 

· Provide information relating to health and safety, sustainability, install and ongoing maintenance.

· Project manage the final technical design, fabrication and installation of the art works and evidence that these are in line with current safety standards. (including the provision of method statements and risk assessments) 
3.3 Community engagement
The artist will be required to explain how they will engage the community in the design process. This could involve working with some or all of the neighbouring community resources:

· Friends of Wish Park
· Disability School
· Primary School
It is not a requirement to work with all groups but your proposal should indicate which group/s you would wish to involve and broadly how.

3.5 Technical requirements 
The artist will work closely with the Parks Project Officer to agree the best method for fabrication and installation of the work.  
The details of this will be discussed and agreed with the selected artist on appointment and in response to the artistic proposal.

The artist should have public liability insurance to the value of £2million

The artwork should be safe, durable and relatively easy to maintain.  The selected artist will be required to provide a maintenance plan for the art-works before commencement. 

The anticipated lifespan of the project should be 10 years. This period can include scheduled maintenance and refresh treatments and the artist should broadly describe these in their proposals. 
The artwork should be sustainable.  The selected artist will be required to evidence that with a supporting Sustainability statement before commencement.

3.6 Budget

The budget for this project is £13 000 to include all artist fees and expenses in order to meet the requirement of the brief.  This will include design and making fees, community consultation fees and materials and project management costs.

4. Process and timescale

Initial proposal
To apply for this commission, we require a short proposal indicating:

· A brief outline of the idea;

· An outline of how the participatory element will be addressed;

· Information as to materials;

· A brief statement addressing maintenance, health and safety and sustainability concerns.

· An outline of costings (artist fees and materials);

· Evidence of previous work or a full CV including supplying details of a professional referee who will corroborate and support the applicant’s suitability for this commission.

Interviews

Submissions will be reviewed and shortlisted by the city council and the local community
Successful artists will be invited to attend a selection panel. A maximum of 4 artists will be shortlisted. The panel will include:

· A representative from the Friends Of Wish Park.
· Members of city council’s Parks Project Team.
· A member of the parks maintenance team
· A member of the planning team
· The city council’s Arts and Cultural Projects Manager; 

· a local ward councillor;

· a representative of the local school

Interviews will take place on 15th October 
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Practical Information 

Please send your proposal and information to:

Arts and Cultural Projects

Ref: Wish Park
Room 425, King’s House

Grand Avenue

Hove

BN3 2LS

If you have any questions regarding this commission, please email arts@brighton-hove.gov.uk 
please note: A competition for an art-work for Stoneham Park is running concurrently.  Artist/s may apply for either or both.
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