Creative Partnerships: Creative Practitioner Brief

Type of Practitioner Wanted:

Sculptor/Designer/3D artists/Craftsperson for Outdoor Sculptural Seating

Skills and Experience Needed:
Design and Making Skills. Experience of working with secondary age pupils. Experience of design work in schools led by school needs and sensitive to the way pupils respond to outdoor spaces. 

Name and Description of School and Local Authority:
Thornleigh Salesian School

Thornleigh is a  Catholic Specialist Sports College in Bolton, Greater Manchester. It is over-subscribed with the intake amounting to 1464 pupils. The population has historically been drawn from the same catholic feeder primary schools. 

The attainment on entry is consistent, with few significant fluctuations in terms of percentage of SEN, numbers of pupils with disabilities/medical considerations affecting PE, and the number of talented and able children. 

Fee:
£4000 (inclusive of expenses and materials). We would expect this to consist of 10 practitioner days at £200 a day and a £2000 budget for materials but would be happy to consider alternatives. 
Period of Contract:

May –July 2009

Curriculum Area / Theme:

KS4 Year 10 BTEC First in Art and Design
The young learner’s curriculum time is as follows:-

Tuesdays 10:15 – 11:10

Thursday     2:30 – 3:30

Thursday 10:15 – 11:10 
The best full days for the artist to come in are Tuesday’s and Thursday’s. 

Aims of Project / Enquiry Question:

Design and produce a functional creative seating sculpture, suitable for use at Thornleigh Salesian College.  It should include the whole community and reflect the ethos and spirit of the school. 
The school is an excellent example of a community being faithful to its foundation amidst the realities of its contemporary situation. The educational and spiritual values of St John Bosco continue to enhance the lives of the pupils and all who comprise the school community. 
The commitment to fostering ‘Care quality and equality for all’ is impressively embodied in the personal leadership of the Headteacher, in the ministry of the Fathers and in the commitment of the staff.

(The Salesian Ethos will be considered primarily via pupil questionnaires and student voice)

Year Group / Age of Pupils / Number of Pupils:

1 BTEC class (approx 20 pupils). 
Pupils across the school to be considered in creating a brief with the students. 
Creative Practitioner Role and Outline Content of the Project:

The practitioner will work with the teacher and students to research the needs of and to canvas opinions from the school community and to develop a design brief for the seating based on the information gathered. They will need to contribute to discussions regarding Health and Safety and they will then work with the students to design sculptural seating for the school grounds. If possible a mechanism whereby individual pupils work is incorporated into the design should be considered and students should be involved as far as is appropriate in the actual making. Ideally the school would like to make more than one seat dependant on costs or would like to have a design which would be replicable should further funds become available. 
Staff CPD Sessions:

The practitioner would work very closely with the teacher and should be prepared to share skills with the teacher.
Key Dates:

These dates are living dates and may be subject to change

Present:  Pupils are being questioned about the style and position of the piece of functional seating

Future:  If possible it would be great to unveil this item in September with the press, pupils and parents being present.
Please send your CV and an Expression of Interest on no more than 2 sides of A4 and up to 5 photographic examples of previous work to:

Helen Clare
haclare@googlemail.com
by:

8th May 2009
Interviews will take place at the school mid May. 
