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Artist Commission Brief 
Memorial pathway in commemoration of the 150th 

anniversary of the Hartley Pit Disaster, to be situated in 

Hartley Pit Memorial Garden, New Hartley Village, 

Northumberland. 

 

New Hartley Community Association and Blyth Valley Arts & Leisure wishes to commission a 

piece of public landscape architecture in the form of a rejuvenated pathway to re-image the 

memorial garden and to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the Pit Disaster of 1862.  

This project is funded by Seaton Valley Council. 

 

     

Seaton Valley Council 
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Context and background 

New Hartley Community Association and Blyth Valley Arts & Leisure would like to 

commission an artist or arts organisation to design, fabricate and install a new pathway for 

the memorial garden.  The garden is situated on the corner of St Michael's Avenue and 

Hester Gardens and is built on the actual site of the Hester Pit. 

The project aims to create a more positive image for the garden. The working group would 

like to use the creative arts to enhance the physical environment of the area and at the 

same time mark the 150th anniversary of the pit disaster. 

This re-imaging project will be complemented by additional on-going work by the local 

community in replanting and maintaining the garden area. 

This project is funded by Seaton Valley Council with a total budget of £10,000 (inclusive of 

VAT). 

Specifically this brief is for a new pathway. It is envisaged that the project will take place 

following a successful tender application and if appropriate the artist/arts organisation 

could include a series of design workshops with various groups from the local community.  

The appointed artist/arts organisation must be available to commence work immediately 

after selection.  The work must be completed in time for a special opening event held during 

Heritage Open Days on 8th September 2012. 

 

Pathway 

• The new pathway will be located in the memorial garden, on the corner of St Michael's 

Avenue and Hester Gardens and is built on the actual site of the Hester Pit, New Hartley 

Village. 

• The choice of the type of stone/flag for the pathway is not prescriptive and will be up to 

the discretion of the artist. 

• The choice of art form/design (poetry, imagery etc.) for the pathway is not prescriptive 

and will be up to the discretion of the artist. 

• Work must include design, fabrication, delivery to site and installation. 

• Workshops could be held in conjunction with groups from New Hartley Community 

including schools. This will create strong local ownership and identity for the artwork which 

is central to this project. 

• Particular attention should be given to safety and maintenance considerations as well as 

accessibility. 
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• It is preferred that the artist/arts organisation would source materials and sub-contractors 

locally. 

• The final selected artwork must be durable within the context of the external environment 

and be permanent with a minimum life expectancy of 15 years. 

 

Commissioning Procedure 

Interested artists/arts organisations are invited to submit a proposal to Helen Moore at 
Blyth Valley Arts & Leisure by 5.00pm on Thursday 12 January 2012 comprising of the 
following:  
 

1. A written document of a maximum 500 words, outlining their approach to the brief; 
and describing their initial ideas for the commission.  

2. A copy of their current curriculum vitae highlighting relevant qualifications and 
experience for a commission of this nature (no more than two A4 pages)  

3. Visuals of appropriate recent work in the form of photographs or CD. Please submit a 
maximum of six images with a brief description (no more than a short paragraph for 
each image). 

4. A budget breakdown for this project to include artist’s fees, any workshop costs, 
materials, installation costs and VAT where appropriate.  

5. Details of the anticipated programme of the project with timescale broken down into 
consultation, manufacture and installation.  

6. Description of expected maintenance regime and lifetime expectation.  
7. Details of who would be responsible for the manufacture and installation, i.e. the 

artist or artist’s sub-contractor. The selected artist/arts organisation will be required 
to provide the working group with a copy of their Public Liability Insurance 
(minimum of £5,000,000) together with a method statement for the installation of 
the final artwork and relevant insurance certificates for any sub-contractors involved 
in the fabrication and installation. 

 
Please note, no fee is provided for the tender process. 
 
Submissions will be judged by members of the working group comprising of representatives 
from New Hartley Community Association, Blyth Valley Arts & Leisure and Seaton Valley 
Council. Please send your information to:  
 
Helen Moore 
Arts Development 
Blyth Valley Arts & Leisure 
Blyth Sports Centre 
Blyth, NE24 5BT 
hmoore@bval.co.uk 
01670 542267 
  

mailto:hmoore@bval.co.uk
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Appendix 

Information about the Pit Disaster 

The Hartley Colliery Pit Disaster which took place in the Hester Pit occurred on Thursday 16th 

January 1862 and resulted in 204 lives lost.  At the pit-head, the massive cast-iron beam of the 

pumping engine snapped in half and fell crushing the wooden brattice which divided the shaft into 

two. A cage containing men in the shaft at the time was struck by the falling debris. Five men in the 

cage were killed.  The shaft was the only entry and exit to the mine and now blocked by debris, cut 

off the supply of fresh air from the 199 men below. All 199 men and boys were found dead in the 

mine. In total 204 lives were lost becoming the largest loss of life in a mining disaster at this time. 

The Hartley Pit Disaster provoked a media storm unlike any previous mining disaster. The harrowing 

scenes were reported over several weeks in national newspapers. A public outcry resulted after it 

was revealed that the disaster could have been prevented if those trapped underground had a 

second way out. After a fight with members of the coal owning Lords, an amendment to the Coal 

Mines Act was brought in and after 1st January 1865 it became unlawful for a mine owner to work a 

mine unless there were at least two means of egress. The provisions in the act were adopted in the 

mines of the Empire and later to all legally operated mines across the globe. 

 

Image of the Memorial Garden 

  

The garden is situated on the corner of St Michael's Avenue and Hester Gardens and is built on the 

actual site of the Hester Pit.  The garden has one pathway through the middle.  The two large 

structures are the shaft and the pumping house.  There are raised beds, an archway and a memorial 

plaque at the entrance. 


