BIRMINGHAM PUSHES BOUNDARIES OF PUBLIC ART

A public art strategy for Birmingham has recently been unveiled as part of the new National Express coach station redevelopment.  ‘Digbeth Public Art Project’ is also the winner of the Jaguar Land Rover Arts & Business Award 2009 for the best partnership that has encouraged specific community engagement with the arts and has made a significant contribution to regeneration and sustainable growth in the region.

The project is a culmination of a public art strategy sponsored by National Express with contributions from the Arts Council England, Birmingham City Council’s Big City Plan Initiatives programme, Glenn Howells Architects, East Birmingham and North Solihull Regeneration Zone, South Birmingham College, Irish Quarter Partnership and Birmingham Irish Community Forum.

As well as enhancing the experience of the 1.5 million passengers that will pass through the new Birmingham National Express coach station, the public art is an integral part of the regeneration of Digbeth, Birmingham.

‘BOUNDARY’ - the iconic 181 linear array of 320 steel haunch sculptures forming the perimeter fence of the new £15 million Birmingham National Express Coach Station

IRISH QUARTER VISUAL ART – an artist and architect collaboration with Glenn Howells Architects; 10 metre by 7.5 metre textual installation - the first visual representation of the Irish Quarter, Birmingham 

SHORT FILM – the first documentary footage on this area to enter the Birmingham archives, and invaluable record of regeneration produced with participation from a group of young people from Aston as part of their Arts Award qualification

The film will play in the coach station waiting room as a permanent digital media installation. The film will increase passenger awareness of the public art and provide an invaluable record of the city’s regeneration as part of the Big City Plan.

The new artworks have been developed through community consultation and recognise the importance of Digbeth as a gateway to the city whilst reflecting its rich cultural heritage through contemporary art. The ‘Boundary’ plays with the viewer’s perception of space and perspective as the Irish Quarter’s visual art embraces them with the promise of a warm welcome.

The Leader of Birmingham City Council, Councillor Mike Whitby, said, “I am delighted that visitors to Birmingham, who increase in number year-on-year, will now be able to access our city through such an excellent gateway.” 

Birmingham has within its grasp the ingredients for a truly integrated transport system, which befits a global destination. The new Birmingham National Express Coach station provides a further essential piece of the jigsaw, offering access to an incredibly popular means of public transport – through an environment which is at last appropriate for our global city.

Not only will this exciting development benefit the city and the region’s transport agenda, it will provide a critical boost to the regeneration of Digbeth. 

Cllr Neville Summerfield, Cabinet Member for Regeneration at Birmingham City Council, said: “This is an early and brilliant visual project that relates to what the Big City Plan is all about – using cultural, artistic and social initiatives to lead transformational change of all aspects of an area’s image, economy and character.”

“It’s great that we can complement the innovative design of the new coach station and the £1 million environmental enhancement scheme; all of which demonstrate our commitment to promoting the unique character of Digbeth, as one of the real jewels in the crown of this city.”

Note to Editors
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Digbeth Public Art Project has been implemented by Claire Farrell, EC-Arts. Contact: claire@ec-arts.com or mobile 07804507172

Boundary

Designed by Rob Colbourne and Stuart Mugridge, collaboration with SBS Architects and ACIES Structural Engineering the ‘Boundary’ concept and design consists of 320 individual steel plated haunches stretching for 181 metres and rising in height from 2.2 metres to 6 metres. The initial design used community consultation at the concept development stage in order to distil some of the rich history of Digbeth into a contemporary installation with the overarching theme of ‘balance and flow’, reminiscent of Avery weights and scales which were based near the site. The colour of the fence is a homage to the famous Midland Red buses and its fabrication harks back to Birmingham’s industrial past. Spanning the perimeter and visible from various locations the ‘Boundary’ will have a dramatic impact on the aesthetics of Digbeth.

Irish Quarter Visual Art – the first visual representation for the Irish Quarter

Noted Irish artist, David Sherry collaborated with Stirling Prize nominated Glenn Howells Architects to develop the artists concept into a reality. The artwork unveiling of his permanent installation on the exposed brickwork of 321 Bradford Street, at the entrance to the new National Express coach station will happen simultaneously to the ‘Boundary’ at the official launch on December 3rd 2009. . The textual artwork has been developed using the handwriting of Digbeth resident Sister Sabina and the traditional Irish greeting, ‘Caed mil failte’ translated to ‘A hundred thousand welcomes’. The 10 metre by 7.5 metre installation will be a landmark for the Irish Quarter. It is fabricated from the innovative plastic composite ‘Made in Birmingham’. 

Short Film

This film documents the development of the Digbeth Public Art Project and illustrates the collaborative processes between private, public, community and artistic interests and has been made by a group of young people as part of their Silver Arts Award Challenge. 

Detailed information and artists statements can be found at www.nationalexpressgroup.com/NX1/DPAP.

Birmingham’s Big City Plan

The ‘Big City Plan Initiatives programme’ is the most ambitious and far-reaching citywide development project ever undertaken in the UK. This masterplan will shape and revitalise the city centre over the next 20 years - guiding Birmingham's economic, social and environmental future. It will create a world class city centre, making Birmingham one of the top 20 most liveable cities in the world. For further information about the Big City Plan, please visit bigcityplan.org.uk

