BRIEF
Artist for ‘Resting Point” Commission
July– November 2011
Leysdown Rose-tinted, Swale Borough Council

Following a successful application to the Leader programme, a Resting Point is being commissioned for The Isle of Harty Trail cycle route.  The Resting Point forms part of an overall signage commission called ‘Can-do Signage’ which is a project featured in Leysdown Rose-tinted, a Vision for an ambitious approach for transformational change and economic uplift in Leysdown with arts as the driving force. 

(Please note that the resting point commission is only open to an artist from the South East region).

‘Can-do Signage’ is an artist led project that will look at signage in the village of Leysdown, and The Isle of Harty Trail a 9.5 Km cycle route that will link Leysdown - on – Sea with the Isle of Harty, with an additional short circular route around Harty. The cycle routes starting point is the Spinney in the heart of Leysdown village with the resting point commission sited at the mid point way of the route on RSPB land.
The Isle of Harty Trail is being delivered through a partnership with Kent County Council (Regeneration and Economy Division, Countryside Access Service and Kent Highway Services) and Swale Borough Council with the support of Sustrans (the UK’s leading sustainable transport charity).
‘The Resting Point’ is being commissioned for Leysdown Rose-tinted by Swale Borough Council, supported by Leysdown Parish Council, Kent County Council and the Kent Downs & Marshes Leader Rural Development Programme for England

FrancisKnight have been appointed to manage the Resting Point commission as part of the Can-do Signage Project. Louise Francis is the dedicated Project Manager placed within Swale Borough Council.
Artist’s commission
By working with local landowners, businesses, and the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds, The Isle of Harty Trail offers a different wildlife and heritage experience. This circular route uses quiet paths and routes on Harty connecting up the Swale National Nature Reserve, RSPB Raptor Viewing Point and Muswell Manor, (the birthplace of British aviation) and the Harty Ferry Inn. The resting point commission will be sited at the mid point way of the route on RSPB land. 
The resting point will require the benefit of planning permission, be sensitive to site, enhancing the character and appearance of the area. The work must be robust and weather proofed in structure.
The commissioned artist will work alongside the Can-do signage project, which has a writer in residence. The writer in residence will work with the seasonal and residential community, facilitating workshops to tease out hidden places of interest, for example, how far they might walk to do some bird watching, sights of local interest as well as providing recreational activities to improve health and enjoy access to the North Kent coastline.  

Budget and Timescale

· £10,000 (Includes fee, expenses and delivery of work)

· Appointed and contracted July 2011
· Commission complete October 2011
Requirements

· Current CV with evidence of similar commissions.

· CD or link to website(s) profiling artistic practice with previous work relevant to this commission
· Brief expression of interest on your approach and why you would like the commission (no more than one side of A4)

· Public liability cover of £5milion.
Submission will be by email to office@francisknight.co.uk or postal FrancisKnight Ltd, Maidstone TV Studios, New Cut Road, Maidstone, Kent ME14 5NZ by 11h July 2011.  If shortlisted interviews will be held on Tuesday 19th July at Swale Borough Council, Swale House, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 3BR.
Background on Leysdown Rose-tinted

Leysdown Rose-tinted is a vision and delivery plan developed with Sea Change funding to support the development of a vision for inspirational change at Leysdown, Isle of Sheppey.

A rural area, Leysdown’s isolated location lacks cultural facilities/activities for residents, and is poorly served by transport and with a high concentration of holiday parks.  The economy for the village is primarily from tourism during the summer months with considerable numbers of visitors attracted to the areas beaches and holiday parks.

Lead artist, Rosa Ainley and Muf architecture/art were commissioned in Summer 2009 to undertake the feasibility study for art-led regeneration in Leysdown.

Rosa spent summer 2009 based in Leysdown working in the community to tease out ideas and concepts for urban renewal. The vision includes a delivery plan, which is evolving as projects begin to develop. It reflects and builds on work done in Leysdown and work delivered in the future by partnerships and cross authority departmental working. FrancisKnight, creative arts consultancy was appointed in December 2009 to take the vision forward. 
