Opportunity for Artists
Public art commission for Hood Road Medical Centre, Barry

Introduction

High Street Family Practice and Matrix Medical wish to appoint an artist to create an artwork to be sited outside a new medical practice currently being built in the Innovation Quarter of the Waterfront area of Barry. 
The GP practice has outgrown their current branch on the High Street in Barry and the new centre will have state of the art facilities as well as more space. The new building is due to be opened before Christmas 2010.

The new practice is located within the Barry Waterfront re-development area, with its own unique character and wide ranges of retail, housing, commercial and leisure facilities on the waterfront site. The current finished sections of the re-development area include several housing schemes, commercial retail units and a supermarket. It is strategically located between Barry Town Centre and No 1 Dock and through phased development will eventually link through to Barry Island. 
Barry is a town of over 47,000 people and has many strengths and opportunities. These include a scenic coastal setting, an extensive dockland area situated between the town centre and its seaside resort and beaches, a railway running through the heart of the town, close proximity to the capital city in the east and Wales' only International Airport to the west.

In July 2003 the Vale of Glamorgan Council adopted a Percent for Art policy for new developments in the Vale to ensure the procurement of public art throughout the authority and this project is an example of this policy put into practice.
The Site

There is vehicular access to the site from Hood Road, turning by the old Pump House, past the new Business Service Centre and past the Medical Centre to the car park. Pedestrian access is via a ramp walkway from Hood Road which brings people up to between the Business Service Centre and the Medical Centre. From here it is just a few steps to the main entrance of the Medical Centre. In front of the entrance is a circular paved area where it is intended for the artwork to be sited. 

The Medical Centre and surrounding land is raised above Hood Road, which has good views up to the Centre. The artwork would be seen from a distance from a variety of viewpoints including by people not visiting the Centre. Although there is also a back entrance to the Centre, many visitors will walk right by the artwork on their way in. 
The Commission
This is an exciting opportunity to make a creative and distinctive artwork to stand as a marker for a new, contemporary and state of the art GP Practice. As mentioned above, people’s engagement with the artwork will be both from a distance and close up. The artwork should announce to passers by that there is a new medical centre at that location and a strong motif to symbolise healthcare would work well. However many people will have the opportunity to see the work at close quarters and the artwork should create a welcoming as well as thought provoking impression. 
Issues to do with vandalism and maintenance should be considered at the outset during the design stage. Themes and subjects for the artwork have not been set but the artwork should relate to the waterfront location and the fact that it sits in front of a new medical centre.  Subjects to consider could be the various advances in medicine in recent times, or the artist may be inspired by the aesthetics of the human body, cell structures and DNA. It may be possible to reflect on how modern technology allows us to see ourselves, e.g. scan and x-ray pictures. 
An important aspect of the design process will be to consult with the future staff of the Centre as well as collaborate closely with the developers. We also envisage that the artist will engage with the local schools and hold a small number of workshops related to the design process. The public art project manager would help to set up any workshops with local schools. 
Professional Practice 

In the event of commissioning details of Professional and Product Indemnity will be required sufficient to provide the client with assurance on matters of liability and so that neither the client or contractor are exposed to undue risk on any element commissioned from the artist. 
Budget
There is a budget of £20,000 +vat for the commission (to include fees, materials, labour, fabrication, delivery, site preparation, and installation). There is an additional budget of £1,150 +vat for the art workshops, which we envisage would cover 3 days of workshops. 
Timetable

We hope to appoint an artist by the end of March and for the artist to develop the design and consult through April and May. The fabrication period for creating the work would then begin in June and the deadline for installation would be the first week in November 2010. 
Contracts

The contract will set out the stage payments to coincide with work completed on the project. Once the design has been agreed with the client the artist will move onto the next phase within the contract.
Procedure

This brief has been widely advertised locally and nationally. A short-list of up to 4 artists will be selected for interview. A provisional date for interviews has been set for Tuesday 23rd March. The interview panel will consist of the public art consultant, representatives of High Street Family Practice and Matrix Medical. Reasonable travel expenses to interview will be re-imbursed. The selected artist will be expected to have experience of creating and installing a project of a comparable scale/complexity, have an awareness of the technical issues likely to arise and experience of cost control on a project of similar value. 
The criteria for selection will be based on:

· Creativity shown in past projects

· Evidence from previous work that the candidate can deliver designs within a compressed timescale

· The proposed working methodology as described at interview

· Compatibility with the project team.

· Our judgment of the perceived suitability of the candidate’s work based on past built and un-built projects.

To apply for the project please send images of your previous work on CD as a powerpoint or pdf document with an image list, a brief CV, and a letter outlining your interest in this project. Send applications to: Celfwaith, 7 Pontfaen, Cardiff, CF23 7DU

Deadline for applications: Friday 12th March 2010

This brief can be viewed at www.celfwaith.co.uk .For further information contact:

Mererid Velios, tel: 02920750992, email: mererid@celfwaith.co.uk 
