Stourfield Junior School, Bournemouth

Artist’s Brief 

For artwork at Stourfield Junior School, Cranleigh Road, Bournemouth.


Introduction
Funding has been raised from Cultural Hub for recruiting an experienced artist to work with 120 Year 6 school children to facilitate the creation of 120 individual components for final inclusion in a public artwork for installation in the outdoor classroom of the school grounds. The final design of the artwork will be the work of the artist, using ideas gathered from the children throughout workshop sessions.
The artwork should address issues raised and follow guidance set out in Bournemouth Borough Council’s Public Art Development Plan. Please the link at the end of this brief.
Stourfield Junior School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.

SITE LOCATION

The postcode of Stourfield School is BH6 5JS. Please enter this into the search facility at the following link: http://www.multimap.com for more information

THE SITE

The outdoor classroom site is situated at the north of the school grounds site and sits adjacent to the busy Weymouth to Waterloo train line. It is clearly visible to train passengers as they travel past. The site already contains within it:
A pond with surrounding decking

Saplings

A willow igloo (nicknamed the ‘Wigloo’ by pupils)

Raised growing beds

Recycled plastic bottle green house (partially completed)

Rockery and bird bath

A log circle

A colourful, wooden storage shed

A number of bird boxes (these have also been installed on the walls of the school)

The photographs below show different views of Stourfield’s outdoor classroom:
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The Brief
An experienced artist is sought to work with 120 year 6 pupils to facilitate 4 workshops of 30 pupils each. The artist will generate ideas for an artwork to be installed in the outdoor classroom and will support pupils in each designing an individual component for inclusion in the final piece. One day will be available for each workshop.

The artist will design and produce an artwork, which incorporates the children’s’ components. The artwork must have a functional quality within the outdoor classroom and be visible to passengers travelling on the busy railway line next to the site.
The artist will be responsible for the arrangement, form, scale, materials, and finish to all of the built elements of the artwork. The completed artwork will need to be nature-friendly, robust, durable and low maintenance and could incorporate found objects from the site.

Design Issues / site constraints

The artwork must:

· Have a minimal pollution impact in both the immediate and wider vicinity.

· Be designed, manufactured and installed using sustainable materials, processes and techniques wherever possible.

· Not unnecessarily distract or interfere with the operations of the nearby railway.

· Be appropriately and robustly installed 

SCHOOL CONSULTATION

A group of Year 6  pupils have been researching public art by visiting artworks in Poole and in Hillier Gardens in West Sussex. The group has reported back to the whole year and this brief has been produced as a result of this process.
SELECTION CRITERIA

Artists will be short-listed on the basis of a successful track record in working with school children to generate ideas and facilitate the making of individual components for inclusion in a final, larger, high quality artwork for permanent installation in an external location. The appointed artist will need to have Public Liability Insurance in place, to the value of £5 million and must hold an enhanced CRB check for working with children under the age of 18.
Accessibility Design Issues
Issues of accessibility are central in decisions regarding the siting of any interpretation panel, which should be adjacent to the artwork. 

APPOINTMENT PROCEDURE

Your initial submission, for expression of interest, should include the following:

1. A letter stating:

Why you are interested in the project

How you would apply your existing knowledge, skills & experience. 

2. Your CV
3. 12 images of your work. Please send hard copies of these and an S.A.E if you would like these returned to you.
4. The contact details of two referees for whom you have completed work in the last 2 years.
APPOINTMENT TIMETABLE

Submission Deadline:
5 p.m. on Friday 5th March 2010
Shortlisting


Monday 8th March 2010
Interviews


Monday 15th March 2010
INTERVIEW
At interview, short-listed artists will be asked to give a presentation of their past work and an initial response to the site and project.   We are not asking for proposals at this stage but a discussion about how past work relates to the opportunity at this site and thoughts on the approach that might be taken.  Each short listed artist will have 45-50 minutes for presentation and questions.

CONTRACT

The successful artist will be contracted by Wave Arts Education Agency on behalf of the Cultural Hub partner. A draft of that contract will be available at interview. The artist will be employed by Wave Arts Education Agency
PROJECT RECRUITMENT AND MANAGEMENT PANEL

The panel will consist of:

Nicky Whittenham – Public Art Consultant



The Project group of (8) Pupils from Year 6 

Mrs. Leanne Dixon – Assistant Head of Stourfield Junior School
Mr. Jonathan Seaward – Deputy Head teacher of Stourfield Junior School
OUTPUTS AND DESIGN AGREEMENT PROCESS / TIMETABLE:

1. Successful artist appointed T.B.C.

2. Workshops X 4 with year 6 to take place in either w/c 17th May ’10 or w/c 24th May ‘10

3. Concept meeting (see below) T.B.C. 
4. Detailed design meeting (see below) T.B.C. on appointment of artist.

5. Completion of artwork installation will be 12th July 2010
6. Leaving celebration for Year 6 pupils will take place 21st July 2010

Stage 1 – Concept
Further to their appointment the Artist will be asked to deliver four workshops with groups of 30 Year 6 pupils to research their ideas and thoughts in relation to the artwork. These workshops will also be used for the children to produce individual elements or components for inclusion in the final artwork.  Following this the artist will present his/her initial thoughts and work in progress to the project team at a concept presentation meeting. 

This meeting will involve discussions of:

· school workshops and children’s  work produced

· the concept for the final piece

· materials / colours proposed 

· the scale of the designs

· any likely technical implications

· vandalism and technical issues 

The meeting is for evaluation by the Project Panel.  This process is intended to assess the initial practicality, workability and affordability of the proposals at an early stage in the process.  
Stage 2 – Detail Design 
The Artist will then be asked to produce detailed designs for the project to a standard where accurate costing for the finished scheme can be made.  The detailed designs will include: 

· sketches to illustrate the scheme, fully annotated with materials, fixing methods, and any other relevant information.

· a detailed written description, with a clear rationale behind the overall concept and explanation of each component.

Stage 3 – Project Completion

Working with all stakeholders, the artist will ensure creation and installation of the completed artwork by 12th July 2010.
BUDGET AND FEES:

The maximum overall budget for the project is £5,000 inclusive of materials, fees and installation. No additional expenditure arising will be entertained.

The artist’s fee for Concept and Detail Design is included within the overall budget. Meetings will be in Bournemouth. Please note that individuals will be taxed at source unless trading under a company name.
FURTHER READING / INFORMATION:
The following document can be downloaded at www.bournemouth.gov.uk :

Bournemouth’s Public Art Development Plan

http://www.bournemouth.gov.uk/Library/PDF/Residents/Libraries/Bournemouth%20Public%20Art%20Development%20Plan.pdf
SUBMISSIONS:

Please send submissions (stating Ref. SS51), to be received by end of office hours on Friday 5th March 2010, to: 

Mrs. Leanne Dixon
Assistant Head Teacher

Stourfield Junior School

Cranleigh road

Bournemouth

BH6 5JS
Please contact Mrs. Dixon on 01202 424554 or email her at Leanne.Dixon@Bournemouth.gov.uk if you have any other queries, concerns or requests for further information. Please do not send submissions by email.
Page 4 of 5

