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Weymouth Tourist Information Centre

and Beach Rescue Building

Artist collaboration with architects – design phase

Artist’s Brief

Introduction

Weymouth and Portland are hosting the sailing events for the 2012 Games and in preparation for 2012 several major projects are taking place in and around Weymouth and Portland to improve facilities for both residents and visitors alike. 

The largest new project will be the enhancement of the Esplanade, the long sweeping seafront lined with mostly Georgian terraces. Regenerating the Esplanade will include the commissioning of a new Beach Rescue Centre building and a replacement for the current Tourist Information Centre (TIC), which is no longer fit for purpose. There will also be new landscaping works along the Esplanade as well as new contemporary artist led festival lighting.

Weymouth and Portland Council now wish to appoint an artist/s to collaborate with the architects currently in the process of being selected to design the new buildings. An implementation budget for the new buildings has been secured jointly from SWRDA, Weymouth and Portland Council and other funders. 

This artist design collaboration phase is being funded by Arts Council England. 

Background

Weymouth began to develop and flourish as a seaside resort with the new fashion for seabathing in the mid 18th century. Most of the terraces which line the Esplanade are Georgian which gives it a distinctive and unified character. Some of the buildings are also from the Victorian era, and all date from between 1770 and 1855. The popularity and success of Weymouth as a resort was secured when it was patronised by King George III in 1789, a visit which was followed by many more and attracted other wealthy aristocrats to follow. 

After 1857, with arrival of the railway, Weymouth became popular with a wider section of society – the middle and working classes – a trend which continued until the 1970’s when cheap package holidays abroad affected the economy of all British seaside resorts.

The overall scheme to rejuvenate the Esplanade aims to make Weymouth once more an attractive and fashionable destination for a wider audience throughout the year. Extending the tourist season beyond the currently popular high summer season is a key aim through developing a new identity for Weymouth to encourage visitors on short breaks with a variety of attractions. 

Looking out towards the sea one can appreciate the sweep of the bay and see distant views of the Jurassic Coast from Bowleaze Coveway towards Lulworth Cove and the Isle of Purbeck. The bay has been described as the English Bay of Naples and Weymouth Bay and Portland Harbour are widely recognised as the finest sailing waters in the UK. 

2012 is a once in a lifetime opportunity for Weymouth to rebrand itself and the provision of these two key buildings is an opportunity to make a dramatic statement on the Esplanade and  give Weymouth a new face to its identity. Whilst the traditional Georgian frontages along the seafront need to be respected, there is a need to create buildings of high quality which will also stand the test of time in terms of architectural originality and integrity. 

Esplanade Masterplan

In 2005 an Urban Landscape Appraisal and Masterplan was prepared for the Esplanade by Watkins: Dally. This was then developed in 2007 by Watkins: Dally into a Weymouth Seafront Regeneration – Design Guide,  which makes reference to new buildings for the TIC and Beach Rescue Centre. These documents will be made available to the selected artist/s.

Regarding the TIC building it proposes that the building should be ‘representative of contemporary 21st century architecture, providing an icon for Weymouth’s hosting of the 2012 Olympics.’ The Design Guide identifies the required uses, including public toilet facilities and the floor area required for each use and suggests suitable height, massing and footprint for the building, as well as two options for its location along the Esplanade.

For the Beach Rescue Centre, the Design Guide identifies the required uses, including public toilets, the RNLI facilities, canoe rescue areas, lost children and first aid space and the floor area required for each use, as well as a cafe.  The Guide also identifies  the location of the building, approximately where the former aquarium/sun deck is currently located, and suggests a footprint/massing for the building.

The Weymouth Seafront Regeneration Strategy and Design Guide was used to secure implementation funding which is now in place. 

The Project

The design of the buildings should respect their historic context and their unique settings in the landscape whilst at the same time providing 21st century excellence of design  through the innovative use of materials, light and space. 

The design team will be expected to take on board issues of sustainability in terms of materials, energy use and flexibility of design. The artist’s role will be to bring their own conceptual thinking to the project, as well as their material knowledge and formal design skills. This design team approach is intended to create a distinctive and memorable building that promotes Weymouth as a resort for the 21st century as well as a town with a well known history.

Tourist Information Centre

The T.I.C. should serve as a landmark location for visitors where they can orientate themselves, collect information on local facilities and plan their holiday. Given the scale of the building required and its seafront location, it will be highly visible along the whole of the Esplanade and will help to create a new personality for the next generation of visitors. 

Weymouth and Portland Council would like to appoint an artist to play a key role as part of an architect led team to develop designs for a new and dynamic Tourist Information Centre. The artist’s role will be to contribute conceptual thinking, knowledge of materials and an innovative approach to information technology to the design process. There are no preconceptions about the desired outcomes from this collaboration, but it is hoped that the appointed artist will bring a degree of originality that will help to make this building a significant and memorable addition to the Seafront and to draw visitors to the town to experience the new buildings on the enhanced seafront Esplanade. 

The artist/architect collaboration may lead to a number of possible outcomes. Following the artist’s input into the conceptual framework and design of the building, there is likely to be a detailed design phase for the artist on a particular element of the building. For example, designing the shape of some part of the building such as the roofline, staircase, or entrance, or designing the natural and artificial lighting within the building. Other opportunities for integrating public art into the building may be identified, such as architectural art glass, relief wall panels, furniture, or textiles. Depending on what the detailed design phase is focussed on, the work may be implemented as part of the main building works contract, or may result in an artwork commission. 

Beach Rescue Centre

There is need for an improved Beach Rescue Centre on Weymouth Esplanade and the building will have a commanding view over the whole of this popular bathing beach. The current regeneration of the seafront has raised the possibility of providing a substantial and attractive building to house this essential service.

Weymouth and Portland Council would like to appoint an artist to play a key role as part of an architect led team to develop designs for a Beach Rescue Centre. The site for the building is in a prominent location at the edge of the beach where it meets the Esplanade. The form of the building is therefore a matter of great importance and offers an interesting opportunity to provide a dramatic contrast to the more formal Georgian terraces behind. 

The Beach Rescue Centre will be a small but significant addition to the Esplanade, given its high visibility. 

As with the TIC, the artist/architect collaboration may lead to a number of possible outcomes. There is the potential for the detailed design phase to focus on any aspect of the building and to result in the full integration of the artist’s design into the fabric of the building as part of the main building works contract or/and to result in artwork commissions.

Sand Sculpture Building 

Alongside the development of two new buildings will be a third, considerably smaller structure to provide shelter and a venue for the long established tradition of creating sand sculptures on Weymouth Beach.

The appointed Artist or Artists will be expected to discuss the form, materials and aesthetics of the Sand Sculpture building with the appointed architects to ensure that it is compatible with the TIC and Beach Rescue Centre. It will also be necessary to consult with the Sand Sculptor regarding the form of the structure. This may involve the artist(s) in some design input and this will be considered as being within the existing fee structure. 

Schedule

This brief covers the first stage of work to collaborate with the architects and develop concept proposals. We expect some headway to be made within this financial year but the concept design work will continue into April/May.  Detailed design work will then need to be carried out, in tandem with other detailed landscaping design work for the Esplanade. There may be a delay between concept design and detailed design to fit in with timescales for other works on the Esplanade.

Procedure

It is likely that we will seek to appoint one artist for each of the key buildings (TIC and Beach Rescue Centre) and this brief has been sent to a small number of artists who have been invited to submit examples of previous work for consideration by the selection panel. (However, the brief will also be publicised on websites advertising public art opportunities.) A short-list of up to 4 artists per building will be interviewed and reasonable travel expenses paid.

The selection process for the architects for both buildings is underway and it is expected that the architects will form part of the artist selection panel.
The criteria for selection will be based on:

· Creativity shown in past projects

· Evidence from previous work that the candidate can deliver designs within a compressed timescale

· Experience of collaborating with an architect and/or integrating art into a new build.

· The proposed working methodology as described at interview

· Compatibility with the project team.

· Our judgment of the perceived suitability of the candidate’s work based on past built and unbuilt projects.

Budget

The initial appointment will be for a fixed fee as described below and will cover all the appointed artist’s time, materials and travel expenses for that period. 

There is a total fee budget for the concept design stage for all 3 buildings of £28K + VAT.  

This fee includes the preparation of design material and sketches for exhibition and consultation as well as all travel expenses.

Please note that this budget is for ALL buildings. The Public Art Steering Group may decide to appoint one artist to work on all buildings or to appoint two artists, in which case the budget would be split between the two artists. Whether one or two artists are appointed will not affect the timetable, i.e. no additional time would be allotted. 

The fees for the detailed design stage will be agreed at the next stage. 

To Apply:

Please send images of your previous work on CD as a powerpoint or pdf document with an image list, a brief CV, and a letter outlining your interest in this project. We will also require two references before making an appointment. Send to: Celfwaith, 7 Pontfaen, Cardiff, CF23 7DU

Applications may also be accepted by email, please contact mererid@celfwaith.co.uk for further information.

Deadline for applications: Friday 20th February 2009

Project Management and Contact:

The Public Art Programme for Weymouth and Portland is led by Celfwaith’s Mererid Velios in collaboration with Geoff Wood of Working pArts and independent art consultant Simon Fenoulhet.

The key contact for this commission and throughout the contract period will be:

Geoff Wood, geoff@working-parts.com
01422 884538

077101 08378

If you have any queries regarding this brief please contact Geoff directly.

The client, Weymouth & Portland Borough Council’s main point of contact for this project will be:

Colin Ellis, colinellis@weymouth.gov.uk
01305 838334

This project is funded and supported by Arts Council England and Public Art South West
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