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AIMS OF THE PROJECT
Community involvement - Bury Council is encouraging greater local involvement in cultural production and consumption. This includes commitment to access and opportunity; the Council will endeavour to increase involvement in the project as a whole with particular emphasis on the needs of the less mobile groups such as young people, old people and those on low incomes becoming involved and gaining access to the countryside and cultural activities.

Artistic and Environmental awareness - the Council wishes to raise people’s awareness, enjoyment of their environment and of art as an interpretation and contribution to the enhancement of public spaces. The Council has a long track record of commissioning public art and developing contemporary art practice in partnership with the Irwell Sculpture Trail. 
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OBJECTIVES OF THE PROJECT
1. To bring a practising artist into Bury to work with local groups to produce an innovative art work in Whitefield Park. The work will become part of the Irwell Sculpture Trail. 
2. To raise the awareness and improve access to the sculpture in Bury.

3. To encourage participation in the visual arts through workshops and demonstrations.

4. To increase the public appreciation of environmental and public art in Bury

SITE

Whitefield Park is situated in the heart of Whitefield beside the Metrolink Tram Station. It is the most major of the three parks in Whitefield and serves the community well with attractive facilities for all ages. It has a woodland type feel to it when you enter and recent work has seen the opening up certain shrub areas to add to the perception of safety.
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It has a very good ‘friends of group’ and events/community involvement have increased through the introduction of a Park Ranger, with help from the Liveability Programme.

The artist will locate an artwork or series of artworks in consultation with park managers/rangers and the local community within Whitefield Park on site(s) designated through site research/consultations. 

WORKBASE AND EQUIPMENT

Lock up facilities may be provided to secure work within park buildings in consultation with the Park Ranger.  Tables and chairs for workshops will be available.  The artist will be expected to provide all her/his own hand and power tools.

Some other community groups may have difficulty in visiting the workbase or the site - if required the artist should be available to visit these groups.
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ROLE OF THE ARTIST

The nature of the project will be flexible depending on the kind of work the artist intends to produce - for example, the artwork may require fabrication by the artist using specialist equipment elsewhere or involve manufacture by a third party. However, the artist must be committed to working with local groups, running workshops and demonstrations as well as producing their own work. Over the project period, the artist will be expected to work with local groups (schools, colleges, youth clubs, residents' groups, etc.) running workshops or giving talks. A timetable of community contact time will be negotiated between the artist and Bury Arts Service and local park ranger; this may include collaborating with other artists in festivals, unveiling celebrations or collective environmental interventions.

The artist will be expected to create an art feature(s) in Whitefield Park to enhance the experience of the users – the art will respond to the environment of the park and the activities of its users. These may be functional such as seating, signposting, distance marking, or purely artistic. 

The artist will co-operate with any promotional work, exhibitions, production of intrepretive or documentary items.

MATERIALS

The purchase of materials must be agreed with the designated Officer from Bury Council.  Artist will be expected to work with materials which are appropriate for the site.  It is acknowledged that a range of approaches will generate works (by the artist and the community) that will have varying degrees of permanence. However, the artist will be expected to produce work(s) with a minimum life of ten years. The works will be robust and practical to maintain and the artist will be expected to draft maintenance guidelines. The finished sculptures will be the property of Bury Council.

BUDGET

The fee for the residency is £20,000.  The artist will be expected to be self employed and so responsible for his/her own National Insurance, income tax and public liability contributions.  This fee is inclusive of all living costs, travelling expenses, etc.  
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